
 

NEW LEAF NEWS  
JOINING FORCES  :  Your Community Green Newsletter  

  

Volume II  Issue 1 Summer 2009 

 

IN  THIS  ISSUE:  

Invasive Species Mapping Project, Fly Tip-

ping Issues in Falkirk 

KSB Spring Clean Results, Lionthorn Balsam 

Bash & BBQ, FC/CVS Climate Challenge     

Something to Crow About 

Not Easy Being Green, Jupiter Centre Sum-

mer Events , SAVE THE WEE BEES!   

greenkids : .ŀƴƪƛŜǊΣ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ aƛƭƭƛƻƴǎΣ 

DǊŜŜƴǾƻƛŎŜΦŎƻƳΣ b[b άhŦ bƻǘŜέ 

Community Bulletin Board                                         

FET Report: Just Ask!  BTCV events               

Invasive Threat to Biodiversity 

Planet Pages     ~  Green Books     

Green Dog Walkers : The £200 Paw, 

Reduce~Reuse~Recycle: Our Water 

Green Dragon Speaketh!, Auld Lang Syne               

LŦ ²Ŝ 5ƻƴΩǘΣ ²Ƙƻ ²ƛƭƭΚ - Biodiversity 

The environment is everything that isn't me.  - Albert Einstein  

 

Photo by Lyn Bennet, Falkirk 

 

Community Green Initiative  

What do Rusted Shopping Carts, Flat 

Tyres and Fish Have in Common?  

  Post industrial River Carron does thankfully have fish and increas-

ingly healthier water...but it is also home to decades of fly tipping.  

Any local angler will tell you the things they find and try to remove 

from the River Carron, in areas too remote and inaccessible to get a 

vehicle inñtyres, stoves, trolleys, bikes, gas cans, large pieces of 

industrial plastic and metal.  And from the river in Denny to the 

muddy banks between Skinflats and Grangemouth 'Old Town',   the 

sight of large rusted items and household rubbish is  unfortunately  

all too common.  The visual blight at the waterõs surface  is just   the 

tip of  the  iceberg;    90%  of the fly   tipping lies beneath  the water, 

INVASIVE SPECIES MAPPING PROJECT! 

      Looking for an interesting summer project for the 

family or your club or just you and a buddy ñwhere 

you can make a green difference? Why not join the CGI 

volunteers who are mapping invasive species along the River 

Carron?  Over the next few months, CGI is pulling people to-

gether to map the growth of knotweed from its source above 

the Carron Reservoir to the last patch (around the Langlees 

area).  Using forms and maps CGI provides in cooperation with 

Falkirk Councilõs Outdoor Access Team and Planning & Envi-

ronment Department, volunteers will be able to present a true 

picture of the immensity of the problem.   (Cont. on Page 4) 
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and those invisible parts (wire, broken glass, rusted metal, heavy metal contami-

nants, etc.)  are injuriousña lurking danger to anglers, children, swimmers and 

wildlife.   

Do Council Policies Cause Fly Tipping?   What about all those obviously 

household items in the river and on the land?  In a district which boasts 2 Recycling 

Centres and over 90 Local Recycling Points, not to mention a 3-bin refuse collec-

tion system and free special uplift services, can it really be true, as many will tell 

you, that people fly tip because of the rules and regulations at Roughmute?   NEW 

LEAF NEWS says no; even if it were true that the regulations   were    problematic,  

that is still no excuse for fly tipping on public land for council taxes to deal with it, 

private  land for  some poor farmer to deal with it,  or in the river to contribute to 

flood, health,  safety and 

habitat risk issues.   

As for the dumping of larger 

items, prior to the introduc-

tion of charging,  the service 

was massively oversub-

scribed, with 60,000 special 

uplift requests in one year 

alone, showing low public 

regard for recycling or waste 

reduction.  Falkirk Council   

also  continues to see  fly 

tipping  of trade waste. Re-

cently the council received 

SEPA funding to remove 400 

tyres from one such site. 

Disposal facilities for trade 

waste   are  readily   available 

through a variety of public or 

private service providers. 

Trade waste fly tipping is  
(Cont. on pg  2) 
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Your community green newsletter            
NEW LEAF NEWS L{ Cw99Χ.¦¢ ...We do 

need to ask our readers a favour for the environment.  If 

you like what you read in these pages, please call 01324 

824843 or email  communitygreeninitia-

tive@yahoo.co.uk to subscribe to this FREE QUARTERLY ~ 

printed version funded by Falkirk Environment Trust (FET).  We 

can send the full colour version by email attachment or website 

ƭƛƴƪΦ    tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ /DL ǘƻ  ƳŜŜǘ C9¢Ωǎ ŜŎƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ άƎƻ 

Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƎǊŜŜƴ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύέ ōȅ  нлмлΗ   

CGI will also continue to provide a limited printed edition to 

those without Internet access, through libraries, one -stop 

shops, etc.  

Balsam Bash & BBQ  at Lionthorn 

Community Woodland, 20th June  

~ Dan Jack 

Lionthorn Community Woodland Association is a voluntary 

group set up in 2005 with the aim to protect and conserve the 

woods at Lionthorn, South Falkirk, by encouraging their re-

sponsible use.   

We have approximately 120 members, with membership being 

free and members are kept up to date with information on 

our activities. We work in partnership with the landowner, 

Callendar Estate and obtain financial support from a range of 

organisations including FET.  We were partners in a project to 

provide a network of surfaced paths forming a range of circu-

lar walks from 

20 minutes to 

1.5 hours, 

which have 

increased the 

use of the 

woods and are 

well worth a 

visit.  We or-

ganise regular practical days, social activities and educational 

events.  This includes litter picks, bat walks, putting up bird 

boxes and generally keeping an eye on things.  We usually 

organise a couple of BBQs each year for people to meet and 

also educational walks.  Last year we received funding for a 

leaflet that provided information on the local history and ecol-

ogy of the area, which we distributed to every resident.  A 

copy is available on our website www.lionthorn.co.uk.  We 

have also signed up to the Green Dog Walkers scheme to 

help address dog fouling in the woods. 

On Saturday 20th June we are organising a òBalsam Bash & 

BBQó to try and control Himalayan Balsam, an invasive plant 

that can (and has) rapidly spread along our wee burn.  We are 

also organising a history tour by Geoff Bailey and Ian Scott to 

look at the industrial history in the area and a minibeast hunt 

for children. All these events are open to non-members  -   

Why not join us? - see our website for details.   

www.lionthorn.co.uk  

Rusted Shopping Carts  Cont from page 1 

down to an illegal cost saving practice by unscrupulous compa-

nies and individuals. 

The Councilõs Job?   In case readers are asking themselves, 

òYes, but isnõt it the councilõs job to clean it up?ó the council 

does already spend Ã3 million annually on the districtõs rubbish 

removal and enforcement is on the rise, but itõs never going to 

be enough until communities take responsibility for cleaning up 

their attitudes about this issue which does not go away.  NEW 

LEAF NEWS has also spoken with the River Carron bailiff on 

this issue; the anglers are undaunted in their constant clean-up 

efforts,, but can only go so far while fly tipping continues. 

No Excuses.  The daily hours of Roughmute are not an excuse 

for fly tippingñ09:00-17.00 daily, including weekends.  These 

hours will continue throughout the rebuild process.  Kinneil 

Kerseõs hours: 08.00 - 20.00, 363 days a year - the most exten-

sive hours in Scotland!  If Roughmute is not the proper receiver 

of oneõs items, KK is only a 15 minute drive further along.   

What to do?  What is needed is a community-by-community 

effort to clean up, to change attitudes, to report Dumb Dump-

ers, to demand enforcement of the laws.  Volunteer community 

groups and community councils need to get involved, to seek 

funding for clean ups, to do awareness-raising events.   

Collectively, we need to stop looking the other way.   

RESULTS OF 2009 KEEP SCOTLAND    

BEAUTIFUL SPRING CLEAN  

More than 57,639 people took part in this yearõs April Spring 

Cleanñ3,239 of those being in the Falkirk areañ3 times as 

many as 2008! We all picked enough litter to fill 28,819 standard 

wheelie bins.  Falkirk Council and Central Scotland Police were 

out on 12th May to enforce the message that dropping litter is a 

crime.  66% of the Scottish public are aware that a fixed penalty 

notice (FPN) of £50 could be issued to those caught in the act, 

yet few know of anyone who has been fined.   The huge increase 

in volunteers, who donned yellow tabards and wielded litter 

pickers, shows that people really do want to make a difference 

to their favourite haunts and donõt want to see them return 

to their previous littered state.   

DONõT MISS THIS ONE! 

Worried about Climate Change?  
Want to be part of the solution?  Want 

to know how your group can ACCESS FUNDING?  

A Climate Challenge Fund information session will be held 

from 5.00pm ð 8.30pm, Wednesday 24 th  June in St Francis 

Xavier Church Hall, Falkirk.  The Scottish Governmentõs Climate 

Challenge Fund has approx £27 million available over the 3 years 

2008-2011; community groups, schools and not for profit or-

ganisations are all eligible to apply. More info at http://

www.infoscotland.com/gogreener/303.html.  Funders will be there to 

talk to you!  TO BOOK A PLACE, CONTACT BEFORE 17TH 

JUNE!  Email funding@falkirk.gov.uk     Tel: 01324 506038/506065. 

Kinds of projects that can be funded include community gardens, 

energy audits, energy saving methods in community buildings,  

feasibility studies, educational resources for schools.   ETC!!!!!   

Sponsored by 

Falkirk Council 

and CVS 

http://www.lionthorn.co.uk/
mailto:funding@falkirk.gov.uk
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SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT!  Success stories  

Do you have a green success story to share?  Deadline: 1st Augst 2009 for September issue.  

10 TONNES OF FLY  TIPPING REMOVED FROM  ONE 

MILE OF RIVER CARRON!    

Community Green Initiative successfully procured £2875 from SEPA in March to clean 

up the fly tipping in the River Carron along Dunipace and Denny.  The group was able 

to hire Aquaklenz to do the work from old Gala Park to Dale Bridge below Winchester 

Industrial Estates.  Additionally, Falkirk Council helped the effort by lending a dumpster 

and by additionally removing old tyres dumped along Denovan Road.   

   òNext we will find funding to help clean up broken 

glass and litter along the same areañin conjunction with 

a massive litter clean up.  There are parts of the job that are too treacherous for volunteers and Aquak-

lenz guys were fantastic in the work they did over a 4-day period,ó says CGI Chairman Mick McIntosh.  

òPat Duffy of Aquaklenz is an anglerñhe was pretty chuffed at this opportunity to clean up an important 

ecological area, so his company gave us a discount.   We also could not have done this without serious 

help from the FC Litter Strategy Team who cheered us through the application process and helped us 

get an estimate on the job.  Art Berg from FET helped too, it was truly a group effort.ó CGI wishes to 

encourage other community groups to pursue similar efforts to ultimately clean up the whole 19.8 miles 

of the River Carron.  With patience and perseverance, any constituted group can get the job done.   

The Slamannan Angling and Protective Association had a 

Vision for River Avon 
   In 1976 the upper River Avon was dug out and canalised, almost destroying natural habitats 

for all species.  SAPA was concerned about the degradation of the upper river and decided to 

do something about it!  Their idea was to reconstruct a more natural habitat for fish, including 

boulders, pinch points, weirs and groynes. The project also covered improved habitat for insects 

that the fish feed upon. This in turn creates a better habitat for bird life. 

But it hasnõt been easy, as interfering with a river system, even for its benefit, requires permis-

sions from both SEPA and Scottish Natural Heritage. Surveys for Otters, Badgers and Water Voles had to be conducted, and a compre-

hensive action plan to prevent pollution or damage to the river system had to be drawn up and approved.    These obstacles were over 

come by a combination of SAPAõs hard work and the positive assistance given them by a number of agencies. The project has completed 

its First phase successfully, Is about to start the Second, and is raising funding for the Third phase.  So far FET has funded the first two 

phases with two grants of £12,000 and £31,000 respectively. Total funding raised to date is £44,000.  Watch this space for future 

developments! 

Phase 1 

Electrofish Study,  River Avon  

Restoration Project  

10 Tonnes...  

Part of the haul...  

YOUNG ARTISTS RECEIVE HONOUR                 

As part of the Communities Along the Carron project, 300 pupils 

from 8 primary schools near the River Carron entered a compe-

tition on the theme of the river.  25 of them were selected as 

winners to participate in 5 workshops at Delta Studios in Larbert, 

working with Scottish artist Craig McKechnie on a research and 

art installation project about the Atlantic Salmon for the annual 

art show, dedicated to themes of the River Carron, 15th Juneñ

12th July.   This project is being part-financed by the Scottish 

Government  and   the  European Community,   Falkirk  Council,   

Forth Valley and Lomond LEADER Local Action Group,  2007-2013 

Programme. 

15th Juneñ12th July 2009 Admission Free       

Mon-Fri 10am-8pm Sat-Sun 12pm-5pm            
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    We hear the word òsustainabilityó flung about a lot these days.  

Some question whether litter clean ups and underpass murals and fly 

tip haul-aways are òsustainable activityó since it is doubtless that litter 

will reappear where it  was cleaned up. 

   On the wall near my computer is tacked a Kafka quote:  òLeopards 

break into the temple and drink the sacrificial chalices dry; this occurs 

repeatedly, again and again.  Finally it can be reckoned upon beforehand 

and becomes a part of the ceremony.ó 

     Obviously the only way that litter clean up work can be consid-

ered, or become, a sustainable activity, is if we do two things:  First, 

we include constant work to educate and change attitudes about the 

litter problem.  Second, we keep hope alive and make òPatienceó our 

mantra.  I take my cues from Kafka and also from litter activist Boris 

Weinstein of Citizens Against Litter (CAL) in Pennsylvania.   Boris is 

a passionate litter picker and  activist in  his 70s  whose   premise is 

simple:   If  volunteers take  consistent  responsibility for assigned 

zones, doing weekly rounds, over time large clean ups become  no 

longer necessary. He writes: ò...itõs not rocket science. Keeping litter off 

the streets is a day in and day out job. As hard as it is to accept, people 

have to be passionate about litter. It will take an army of citizen volunteers 

aŀƴŘŀƭŀ άWŀƎǳŀǊ{ǘŀǊ5ŀƭŀнέ ōȅ  ŀǊǘƛǎǘ {Ƙŀwƛ .ǊƻƻƪǎΣ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  {ŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

of her amazing nature photo mandalas at  http://womandalas.blogspot.com/ 

(Cont. from Page 1)  Invasive Species Mapping:                            
The second phase of the project will be to seek expert advice , 

bids from contractors, permission from landowners, and investi-

gate funding options for a long-term project to decrease the im-

pact of this invasive species along the Carron.  (Volunteers are also 

mapping Giant Hogweed and Himalayan Balsam.) 

      CGI training on identifying and mapping Japanese Knotweed 

was held on 6th May and attended by 15 volunteers from the 

Falkirk area and biology students from SAC, Glasgow.  Training 

was given by Audrey Morrison, Development Officer for Clack-

mannanshire and Stirling Environment Trust and Project Manager 

for Stirling Invasive weeds project, and Fiona Wishart, Outdoor 

Access and Biodiversity ranger with Falkirk Council. 

     However, if you missed the training you can still be a mapper.  

CGI will send you a free info pack complete with Volunteer Map-

per ID cards, hiking safety instructions, timesheets, mapping forms, 

hi vis vests and A4 maps of the area you wish to survey.  If you 

prefer to map a particular area along the river, just let them know.    

You do not need any expertise to take part in the mapping 

ñ  just  a concern about the invasive species problem along the 

River Carron and a desire to give a couple hours to help over the 

next few months.  (The only real requirement is that you like a 

good excuse to go out walking in nature!)  This can also be a fun 

and educational day trip for you and your children this summer.  

Contact CGI at 01324 824843 or communitygreeninitia-

tive@yahoo.co.uk.  (See article on page 8 for more informa-

tion on Japanese Knotweed.)  

to keep their own neighbourhoods clean . . . . Citizens serious 

about litter do a fantastic job one day and have to redo their 

work the next day and every day.ó(http://

www.citizensagainstlitter.org/about/cal-proposal.pdf) 

   CGI has been emailing with Boris. His litter events, 

which boast tens of thousands of volunteers in one day, 

are called òRedd Upsó.  He says that term has been traced 

from  15th century Scottish dialectsñfrom Scottish immi-

grants to Pennsylvania.  And itõs Ok if we borrow it here. 

    I say every neighbourhood needs a Boris and a Redd Up on a 

regular basis.  Maybe it will be YOU who gets it started?  If so, take 

a deep breath and keep an eye out for those pesky leopards.      

                                              ~ Michelle McCallum, Editor  

NOT EASY BEING 

GREEN   Sustainability, Redd 

Ups and Those Pesky Leopards! 

Jupiter Urban 

Wildlife Centre: 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ aǳǎǘ 5ƻΩǎΗ   

Great Jupiter Wildlife 

Week Challenge:  (with 

BTCV Scotland) Sat 6 

June, 12 -4. Challenging trail! Save Jupiter and its 

wildlife!  

Bug Bonanza: Fri 3 July, 2 -4 FIND bugs & MAKE 

buggy things!   

Pollinator Patrol : Sat 11 July, 2 -4, endangered but-

terflies & bees ñlearn what you can do to help!   

Mini Mammal Hunt : Thurs 23 July, 9 -11 furry crit-

ters, come learn about them & see a few!  

World of Spiders : Sun 16 Aug, 2 -4 fun events, how 

do they spin their webs & catch their food?    

Wear stout footwear and dress for the weather.  All children 
under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  For more informa-

tion please contact the Jupiter Ranger Stephen Owen on 01324 

486475  or email jupiterranger@swt.org.uk .  

Bumblebees are disappearing - rapidly. 

Across Scotland, the UK and the world, species 

are dying out and numbers plummeting.      

With only 25 species remaining in the UK, the decline 

is dramatic. The UK now has half the species of just 60 years ago. 

We've recently lost at least 3 species to extinction, and - with 

another seven now on the UK Priority Species list - more may 

follow in the near future.  What's causing this?  It is thought 

that a wide range of causes are combining to devastating effect ñ 

Loss of habitat, Climate change, Pesticides. Our gardens can be-

come a safe-haven for some bumblebees. Depending on where 

you live & what flowers you grow, you may attract up to a dozen 

species. Even planting the right kinds of plants in a window box or 

patio tub can help. PLEASE get involved, check out all the things 

CSFT is doing about this and how you and your children can truly 

help this summer!  www.csft.org.uk or call 01501 824786 

http://www.citizensagainstlitter.org/about/cal-proposal.pdf
http://www.citizensagainstlitter.org/about/cal-proposal.pdf
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 Bankier Primary Schoolõs 
Ã50,000 Peopleõs Millions 
Award: òWhatever it Takes!ó 

òTake Pride in Your 

Townó Campaign: 

Falkirk Herald has 

added a serious portion 

of its coverage to envi-

ronmental issues, totally supporting 

community and council efforts and ini-

tiatives on litter, fly tipping, dog fouling, 

etc. NEW LEAF NEWS  hereby   

salutes the Herald and extends its 

GREEN HAND Seal of Approval  

for the important public attitude-shifting 

work that the Herald has obviously 

decided to embrace.   

     Like so many òovernight successó stories, once you find out the 
story behind the achievement, you realise there was nothing sud-

den about it.  Lots of hard work behind the scenes, years of focus 

and dedicationéso it is true for Bankier Primary School.  Not only 

did they put forth a worthy project for The Big Lottery and ITVõs 

òPeopleõs Millionsó competition, but they did all the hard back-

ground work that a grant application requires.  They also put in 

lots of overtime to gather public support, as it was the people who 

would ultimately vote to decide who got the award.   

     The school has a history of applying for grants, writing an  aver-

age of 20 applications annuallyñof which they may see a 10% suc-

cess return.  Head teacher Mrs. Susan Dyer and her staff feel that 

it is part of their job to  think ahead, plan the best for their school 

and keep improving it, and they find they are getting better and 

better at the grant process.  The attitude at Bankier is òwhatever it 

takes to get the job done,ó says Mrs. Dyer, who is very pleased 

with the cooperative and eco-minded attitude of the teachers and 

staff.    A tour of the campus shows various elements of past and 

current projectsñfruit trees, bluebell plantings, bottle greenhouse, 

indigenous species interpretation boards, eco domes,  eco-friendly  

safety surfaces and benches made from recycled tyres. 

green kids  

On the other hand, NEW LEAF 
NEWS  has another award to hand out.  

This one is for the proliferation of sofa 

suites being dumped in the rural areas of 

Falkirk District, often and in particular 

along Denovan Road.  For this we are 

issuing the first-ever PINK SOFA FLY 

TIPPERS Award to these anony-

mous interior decorators!    It would 

appear that pink sofas 

are òoutó this year.  

òLitterallyó speaking.  

Too bad folks donõt care 

as much about the envi-

ronment as they do about their décor. 

D u m b  D u m p e r s  H o t l i n e :           

08452 30 40 90 

NEW LEAF NEWS òOf Noteó:   

    Bankier PS was the first Falkirk school to achieve a Green Flag.  

Their Eco Attack project, funded by the 2008 Peopleõs Millions award 

of £50,000 is improving the local 

environment  and encouraging 

citizenship by transforming part 

of the schoolõs grounds into a 

multi-use area with food growing 

and wildlife areas, a climbing wall and bog garden, performance space 

and recreational facilities for the benefit of the pupils and the 

Banknock community.   

     In the quiet little village of Banknock, this primary school seems 

to be one that any parent would be proud to have their child attend, 

given the level of education and the care for the environment evi-

denced by its head teacher and staffñand when we say 

òenvironmentó, we mean not only the green work (litter clean ups, 

tree planting, etc) done by the pupils but the cheerful and involving 

environment of their campus.        

     Greenvoice.com is a 

dynamic new website for 

green campaigning, provid-

ing a free web space for 

environmental groups and campaigns. Itõs an 

easy way to publish information about your 

cause, engage in discussion and collabora-

tion with your supporters, and get access 

to campaign tools like petitions, pledges & 

event organisation. And for individuals itõs a 

great place to make contact with other 

people and groups who share your green 

goals and interests.   

     When NEW LEAF NEWS needed a 

place to be temporarily available on line,  

London-based Greenvoice.com graciously 

volunteered to host our hyperlink for the 

March and June issues. They have also 

helped bring in over 30 new Green Dog 

Walker pledgers and more every day!  

Greenvoice.com walks their talk!    Visit 

them at  http://www,greenvoice.com 

BIG THANKS TO               

GREENVOICE.COM!                                          

GREENVOICE.COM is coming from London to Falkirk!  Come meet them 

& network with other local green folk on 13th June, 11am to 4pm at the Falkirk 

Christian Centre above Wesley Owen, Glebe St. FK1 1HX.  For more info, contact 

les@wallacerecyc.fslife.co.uk  NEW LEAF NEWS will be there, come meet us too! 

the good, bad and the ugly  

Each quarter we feature a Falkirk District school green 

project.  If your school would like to be featured, contact 

the editor .    ògreenkidsó logo art detail by Joshua Davidson, 
Denny PS and Amanda Cochrane, Dunipace PS  

mailto:les@wallacerecyc.fslife.co.uk
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CAR BOOT SALE Denny One Stop Shop Carpark 

Sunday 7th June Noon-3. Contact  Christine at 

07977778073 for a £5 pitch or come shop! Sponsored by 

CGI and Denny/Dunipace Heritage Society to raise funds for 

local charities.  Tea/Coffee, Bouncy Castle, clear your attics!    

WASP Local Heritage Group meet once a month on a 

Friday afternoon between 2 -4 pm at Denny High School. 

The group is student led and covers a wide range of activi-

ties including walks, guest speakers and various projects.  If 

you are interested, phone the WASP office on 01324 

822895. 

Greenhill Community Resource Centre:           

Photography Society meets Sat 10am, Computer 

Sessions Fri afternoons, History Group, great Walks 

Thurs pms start in June!  Check us out online at our 

community portal: http://greenhillproject.ning.com ~ 

join as a virtual resident, share your stories & area 

photos. Map and website soon!  Contact:  Gillian Cowell, 

Community Education Worker, 01324 814834                   

or gilliancowell@btinternet.com 

Greenhill Community Resource 

Centre History Group.  Fridays at 

2pm.  Discussions, guest speakers, 

postcards & walking packs.  Gillian 

Cowell 01324 814834  

Denny and Dunipace Heritage Society.  Meets 

2nd Monday 7:15 pm, Heritage Rooms, 13 Milton 

Row, Dunipace.   

Free notice boardñAugust 1st deadline for September issue . All 

communities in Falkirk area welcome.  First come first serve!  Bring your 

own blue tac or stick pins!  

Community Health Part-
nership Meetings in your 
area! Denny/Bonnybridge 
9th June networking 
lunch at Denny Comm. 
Education Centre, 12.30 
to 2 pm   
david.cairns@nhs.net 

Community  

Bulletin Board 

Adult Learning encompasses learning about 

computing to drugs to cookery to reading, writing, democracy in our 

society and health issues that not only affect you but the whole com-

munity. To find out more about learning opportunities in your area 

phone Anne Campbell on 01324 504260, Denny Community Edu-

cation Centre , Duke St, Denny. 

.   

DRUMBOWIE ENVIRONMENT ACTION GROUP ñOPEN DAY-

DEAG, a local charity managing a community woodland at Standburn 

near Falkirk, is having an OPEN DAY on Sunday 14th June from 12:00

-16:00 hrs.  Pipe bands, birds of prey, bouncy castle, agility dog display, 

honey bee observation hive,  LIVE ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG by FC 

Museum Dept, stalls & refreshments Contact  David Donaldson for 

further details at deag@hotmail.co.uk.         See www.deag.org.uk  

CVSñCouncil for the Voluntary Sectorñ

serves the Falkirk area to support the volun-

tary sector locally and support community de-

velopment.  Volunteer Centre, Hosts Free 

Workshops and Events.  Funding available 

through Growing Communities Fund . For 

more information:   info@cvsfalkirk.org.uk  

http://www.cvsfalkirk.org.uk 

BALSAM BASH & BBQ, LIONTHORN COMMUNITY 

WOODLAND SUNDAY 21ST JUNE ~ HELP REMOVE 

HIMALAYAN BALSAM (INVASIVE) AND THEN PARTY 

DOWN!  2PM CARPARK ENTRANCE. MORE INFO AT 

WWW.LIONTHORN.CO.UK 

CSV Action Earth 2009   

CSV Action Earth awards  of £50 

SNH Biodiversity Awards  of £250  

Deadline 31 July. For more info: 

www.actionearth.org.uk  

NEW LEAF NEWS DEADLINE:  1st AUGUST For September 

Issue:  We welcome volunteer writers, photographers, artists & 

interviewers. We also welcome advertisers.                             

(See our upcoming cheap Boot Sale Ads rates, pg 9!)                                                     

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk  

CFSLA Payroll Lottery  

Applications to the CFSLA (Clackmannanshire, Falkirk & Stirling 

Local Authorities) Payroll Lottery can be made at anytime. The 

committee meets 4 or 5 times annually to decide on applications 

received.  Approximately £8000 is disbursed annually to local 

community groups and charities, mainly to buy equipment.  We 

also support the fundraising efforts of our members in each 

council, police, Fire & Assessors services.  More information will 

shortly be available from our new website.  For application 

forms and guidelines: Russell.Taylor@centralscotland-vjb.gov.uk 

Bonnybridge Credit Crunch event 23rd - 25th June 
10.00 - 3.00, Bonnybridge Homing Society, Pigeon Hut, 
Dunure Crescent  (back of St Helen's Church). Information & 
advice from  service providers like Job Centre Plus, Adult 
Learning, Citizens Advice Bureau, Forth Valley Food Links, 
Home Start Denny, NHS. Complimentary therapists 
(including indian head massage, aromatherapy, reflexol-
ogy, reiki)  & smoothie making. Provost opens ceremonies 
at 1.15 approx. on Tuesday 23rd June.  Refreshments & 
scones! All welcome.   

Herbertshire Junior Highland Games  

19 September 2009!  

An open invitation to all clubs & groups in Duni-

pace and Denny  area to take part In the day.  

Anyone interested in joining H -GO or for more 

information:  Email: hgo2008@yahoo.com   

Website: www.go.herbertshire.co.uk  

mailto:david.cairns@nhs.net


Complementary Therapies by Aromaway                     
Therapeutic Massage    ~Aromatherapy    ~Massage in Schools Programme         

Reiki ~(traditional & facial)  ~Reflexology   ~Indian Head      TRACY MCNEIL  01324 825578       
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BTCV Upcoming Events 

Health & Environment Event, Fri 5th June ~ 
Part of BTCV Spring Into Action Campaign. 
Contact Ezme Boyd on 01236 700457 or 
07764 655699, e.boyd@btcv.org.uk.  

BBC Breathing Places CampaignñDirty 

Weekend 6-7 June ðconservation volunteers 

needed plus other events, visit http://

www.bbc.co.uk/breathingspaces, roll up your 

sleeves & muck in!  

Wildlife ID & Recording Day, Sat 11 July ~ 

Hogganfield Park, Glasgow. Free, fun, infor-

mative! John McFarlane at 01786 479697 or 

j.mcfarlane@btcv.org.uk for more info 

Falkirk Environment Trust:  JUST ASK! 

Money is Out There for Community-Led Green Projects!  

τby Art Berg, Development Manager 

    Falkirk Environment Trust is always looking for new projects, spe-
cifically from local community based groups. You would have 
thought that, because there are substantial amounts of local envi-
ronmental funding, community groups would be queing up to have 
a piece. Unfortunately this is not the case with some areas of Falkirk 
performing substantially better than others when it comes to gain-
ing FET Grants. 

    The Trust recently performed a survey of what areas in Falkirk 
had made successful Community Grants   applications.    Community 
grants are more popular with the smaller groups, and are a better 
barometer of group   activity  throughout  the area.      The results of 

The Main Grants Scheme is open to all community 
groups, as long as their projects fit in with the Land-
fill Communities Fund project categories. These are 

¶ Creation of Public Amenities such as parks, Gar-

dens, Paths and Community Facilities. 

¶ For the Enhancement and protection of biodi-

versity, either a species or a habitat. 

¶ For the repair and conservation of buildings of 

Architectural or Religious interest. 

shows that some areas have been successful with applications, whilst others 
have not. Bear in mind that the spending is over a ten year period.  In the past 
year Falkirk Environment Trust has made Main Grant Awards to a value of 
almost £300,000. FET funding therefore helped to lever in over £900,000 to 
ǘƘŜ CŀƭƪƛǊƪ ŀǊŜŀΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƴŜǿ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
want  to distribute the funds wisely and well.  To do this we need your help.                                          

Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
more ambitious project. But even very small groups can make a major positive 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭπ
able.  (See Page 3 of this issue for a prime exampleτthe upper River Avon 
Restoration Project undertaken by the Slamannan Angling and Protective 

Association (SAPA).   The SAPA project is a fantastic example of what can be achieved by a small group.  They drove the 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ aƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀŘΣ ŀǎ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƛǎπ
tance and help where required. 

our  survey were surprising.  The graphic below clearly 

A snapshot of Main Grant spending in 

Falkirk, by Ward , from 1998 to June 08 

    If you are a community group of any kind operating in the Falkirk Council Area, and 
have an idea for an environmental project, please contact Arthur Berg, on 01324 
504816, or  at info@fet.org.uk       Visit: www.fet.org.uk 

Ward v Total FET Spend
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British Trust for Conservation Volunteers: scotland@btcv.org.uk   www.btcv.org/scotland   01786 479697 

mailto:info@fet.org.uk


                     NEW LEAF NEWS  
Page  8  Volume II ~Issue 1 Summer 2009 

A N  I N V A S I V E  T H R E A T                
TO BIODIVERSITY 

ñby Art Berg (Excerpted from Dec 08 

EAN for the NLN readers who missed it!)  

The Japanese Knotweed or Fallopia Japonica (JKW) is 

arguably the worst invasive species to 

have hit the United Kingdom. With no 

native insect or animal herbivores eating 

the stuff, and no real human uses, the 

plant has been left unchecked to grow 

and spread. 

Originating in far eastern countries such 

as China, Korea and Japan, the plant was 

brought back to Europe in Victorian 

times by collectors and quickly escaped 

and invaded the surrounding country-

side. It arrived at Londonõs Royal Botani-

cal Gardens by 1854 as a gift from a 

Dutch horticulturalist, and was widely cultivated 

throughout the UK and  made available for a variety of 

purposes, such as a fodder crop, a structural landscape 

plant and as a floral display item. 

The JKW is renowned for the speed of its spread. 

Clones can grow from pieces of the parent female 

plant. Even the smallest piece, be it leaf, stem or root, 

can develop a root system and become a new clone.  

The vegetative spread of this plant is therefore entirely 

the fault of humans, either through carelessly dumped 

waste, or the moving of soils for traffic or building 

works, pieces of the plant have spread to every corner 

of the country.  In turn this has been exacerbated by 

natural processes carrying bits of the plant down riv-

ers and streams.   It is  rela-

tively  recently,  under  the 

provisions made within the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981, that it has become an 

offence to cause Japanese knot-

weed to grow in the wild. 

The Effects 

that JKW 

has on 

ecology in the British Isles is pro-

found. The stems of Knotweed 

grow very closely together, form-

ing dense cane like clumps, crowd-

ing out all other competition. 

  The plant also grows 2 ð 3 me-

ters high and shades other vegeta-

tion out. Because nothing in Brit-

ain feeds on this plant,   its range  

and distribution  means that  local 

habitats  for plants and insects are 

being pushed out of existence. 

This is particularly a problem along in-

fected water courses, leaving little for 

mammals, fish and birds to feed on. Brit-

ainõs riverside or riparian habitats have 

become infested with the plant, and it is 

now recognised to be a threat to biodi-

versity. 

Knotweed is also quite 

capable of boring 

through tarmac and 

even concrete, and is 

responsible for causing 

millions of pounds of 

damage to buildings 

and roads, whilst its 

mere presence lowers 

land values. JKW is 

extremely diffi-

cult to get rid 

of, once estab-

lished. It has an 

extensive rhi-

zomal root 

network, i.e. 

many tiny food storage nodes, means 

that to just cut the surface vegetation 

will do little good. Regeneration is rapid 

and often the cutting activity can spread 

the infestation. Because of the rhizomal 

root mat, which can extend 3 meters 

down and 7 meters horizontally around 

the plant, digging the material out only 

works if all the root material is   re-

moved,  and  then it  must either be 

buried  a minimum of 10 metres deep or 

taken to a specialist landfill site for 

controlled wastes. Both options are 

extremely expensive. A special li-

cense is required to just move the 

material  between  the  colony area 

and the  land-fill  site.  A somewhat 

cheaper solution is to spray the JKW 

colony, but given  the poor transpor-

tation of the herbicide to  the exten-  

GREEN DREAMS CAN 

COME TRUE!  

Community groups in Scotland are 

invited to apply for funding from the 

Climate Change Funding streams to 

reduce carbon emissions.  If your 

group meets the following criteria: 

based in Scotland, legally constituted, 

not-for-profit distributing community 

group, from the community sector, 

for more information or to register 

an interest in applying,  visit 

w w w . i n f o s c o t l a n d . c o m /

climatechallengefund  Also check out 

www.bigpartnership.co.uk  

Cont. on page 10 

For example:  Edinburgh Commu-

nity Backgreens Initiative (ECBI)  

secured £73,090 from the CCF to 

encourage households to reduce their 

carbon footprintñto blitz backgreens 

by installing tool sheds, bike sheds & 

raised beds to grow fruit and veg. A 

great example of community spirit, 

regeneration and carbon footprint 

reduction! 

http://www.infoscotland.com/climatechallengefund
http://www.infoscotland.com/climatechallengefund

